When the would-be student has decided that medicine is to "be his career in life he ought at once to look many years ahead, and to enter upon certain questions regarding diplomas and degrees which his friends will probably urge him to put off till later in his course.
lays down his course correctly from the very beginning he is liable to great disappointments at the end. This arises partly from the course of study for a degree being somewhat, although not very, different from that required for a diploma, but it especially depends on the fact, which every student ought to recognise from the first, that the entrance examinations are not interchangeable, and that if a degree is wanted the appropriate entrance examination should be passed at the university at which the degree is to be taken.
The advantage of possessing a degree in medicine, so far as public estimation is concerned, is undoubted, and therefore it is desirable above all things to paBS a preliminary which will admit to one or other of the degree giving bodies, viz., the 
